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Steele School Council Minutes 2020-2021 
 

Meeting Date    September 29, 2022 Meeting Location: Zoom and Library 

 

Members present Brianna Zittlosen, Nita Brocato, Raiden Thaler, Jessica Harris, 
Yvonne Stewart, Myriam Debonillas, Julie Friend 

Members absent Estella Robertson, Celeste Zylks 

Constituency group 
represented 

Certified, Administration, Classified 

 

I. Called to order at 2:36 p.m. by Brianna Zittlosen 
 

II. Approval of Minutes for September 16, October 26 
   

DISCUSSION NOTES All minutes accepted as written. 

CONCLUSIONS  

ACTION ITEM CHANGES WERE ACCEPTED 

 

 

III. Call to the audience 

DISCUSSION NOTES No audience 

CONCLUSIONS  

ACTION ITEMS 

 

 

IV. Reports 

REPORTS TO REVIEW Principal’s Report  

DISCUSSION 

• Steele learned that we have moved into school improvement, we could 
potentially get out in a year. Jess met with ADE to report on demographics, 
data, Continuous needs assessment, IEPs, initiatives we are working, plans and 
ideas we have for a grant 

• Steele does a lot of the things that are needed. First draft of the grant gets 
submitted tomorrow. Steele meets top scores on the rubric. Feels confident we 
will get some money 

• Met yesterday with the grant writing team, there are specific things in the grant 
that are not typically covered. School improvement grants do not typically cover 
TAs, but we are going to try for one. Submit for a parent SEL program in the 
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evenings that goes with what the kids are learning. Trying to get additional paid 
hours for planning outside of contract hours, looking to fund a full day for each 
teaching team to dig into the curriculum and plan together. ELA focus is strong 
and the ADE person wants us to continue on that path, we are looking to be 
supported with a math consultant to do some PDs and help teachers in the 
classroom, support specifically with Eureka2 instead of bringing in another 
program. Looking for summer school to be funded, looking to put into the grant 
to have two people create a summer school program specifically for Steele. 

• Wanting to have a week paid in June and a week paid in July to come in and 
plan for the next school year-looking at this for the grant 

• Contracting a tutoring company is another thing we are going to put into the 
grant 

• In the process of writing the grant, find out November 1 what we get 
• We don’t want to bring in more programs, we are working to refine our 

programs and recover from the pandemic 

• Asked for assistance with supporting programs to support attendance at the 
elementary level 

• Work to connect families together to help build relationships so they can support 
each other- Julie Friend is working to build community among the families 

• ESSR funds we are trying to pin down a new date for our playground, we are 
working with the company the district recommends and currently waiting for a 
new date. Track PO is done, we are waiting for the playground to be done 
before requesting a date. Shade PO waiting on, once the shade it is in we will 
have work days to get our garden started, Healthy Play is going well funded 
through ESSR 

• Discipline data shows Healthy play and Organize recess is helping support 
students’ emotional regulations 

• ESSR funds $350,000 for 3 years, we have been able to make capital 
improvements and hire TAs, family community liaison 

• We are not guaranteed the money for next year, working for the positions to 
stay for the third year. Hoping to use some money for a marquee  

CONCLUSIONS  

ACTION ITEMS 

 

V. Action Items 

ITEM TITLE McDuffie for counseling 

DISCUSSION 
NOTES 

Interested in purchasing some books for any grade level (specifically 5th grade). Some popular 
series such as Wings of Fire that are coveted. Not a lot of library books available, provide away to 
have other copies for the books. Not sure what the library has  
Series is not social emotional development, but is very popular for the students.  
Using the books for special rewards 
Appropriateness-for 4th or 5th grade, for Dragons 
We already carry the books 
Willing to purchase books across the grade levels or just one grade level 

• Fund book purchases for library 

• Julie has books to donate as well 
• Julie would like to donate some books for students to have  

• Funding can come from undesignated tax funds this year because of the special HB  

• Undesignated amount is at $22,285.73 
• 4 of one book or more and make a reading club-make part of the reward being of a 

reading club 

• In the past we have gotten grants for new books, we did not get it this year, because 
classroom teachers got a grant 

Motion made by Jessica Harris to spend $500 to purchase new library books, with the intention of 
creating behavior rewards around the book. Emily McDuffie seconded. Unanimously voted for yes.  

RESOLUTION 

ITEM TITLE Buses Field Trips 
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DISCUSSION 
NOTES 

• Funding for field trips 

• Typically in the past we approve two buses per teacher for field trips 
• In City buses- $150 

• The times of buses for field trips 

• Students have to pay a $3 activity fee to go on a field trip funded by tax credit funds 
Jessica Harris fund 2 buses per teacher for field trips out of the field trip fund. Seconded by 
McDuffie. Unanimously approved 

RESOLUTION 

 

 

Discussion Item 

Garden area in the preschool area has been vandalized many times. DeBonillas is curious if there is anyway to put a 

security or camera system in to make sure it isn’t getting vandalized. Robertson is looking to make it an outdoor 

classroom with a gate. No civic funds available. Preschool needs to investigate what that would look like.  

VI. Submission of items for next agenda.  

a. Funding for 1st/2nd field trip to Tucson Village Farms 

b. Security measures for preschool garden 

c. Club funding 

d. Funding Ben’s Bells project at the school 

e. Marquee funding 

VII. The meeting was adjourned at 3:23 pm by Brianna Zittlosen 

 


